
 

S U B J E C T  C O V E R A G E  

ENGLISH 

English is a core subject and is at the heart of our curriculum and is taught discretely in each year group. We 
follow the structure of the RWI programme in Foundation Stage and KS1 to ensure consistency with phonics 
and early reading. In KS2 reading is taught whole class and develops further reading skills including 
comprehension. Writing is taught following Pie Corbett’s Talk 4 Writing. We recognise that spoken language is 
a vital taught skill and is modelled and promoted throughout the curriculum and across all subjects. In addition, 
spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation are taught discretely and promoted throughout all writing 
opportunities, with each year group following National Curriculum objectives. 

Phonics and Early Reading at West Melton 

Here at West Melton, we follow the structure of RWI phonics. This includes the sequence of teaching of 
phoneme order and letter formation. Although we follow this structure, we have developed a bespoke 
approach to delivery that is better suited to the needs of all our children. This approach develops pupil’s 
participation, ensuring that learning is more active. Activities are planned to provide opportunity for active 
and collaborative learning. In addition, this approach ensures that the teacher is better able to use on-going 
assessment opportunities to respond to the individual needs of those in the group. 

Synthetic phonics has been proven to be the most effective approach to developing early reading proficiency 
and at West Melton we believe this is the best way to introduce children to the joy of reading. We ensure 
consistency at home by providing children with a RWI book to take home, that matches the book they are 
reading in school. In addition, we also provide the children with a RWI Book Bag Book. This ensures that the 
phonemes children come across at home are the same ones they are accessing in school. Parents are 
partners in their child’s educational journey and are invited to phonics training sessions when their child 
joins FS and again when they join Year 1. These sessions are used to support parents in gaining knowledge 
and understanding of how phonics is taught so that they have the skills to support phonics and early reading 
and writing at home.  

Throughout school we strive to encourage a rounded approach to reading where phonics skills are applied 
to increase fluency and improve comprehension. Our reading books are levelled to match the progression 
in phonics in order to offer children a range of fiction and non-fiction texts to challenge them at an 
appropriate level to ensure accelerated learning. Once children have completed the RWI phonics 
programme they become a ‘Free Reader’. These free reader books are grouped according to their lexile 
level and are further grouped according to Year groups as a guidance to support the children in selecting a 
take home text. All whole class reading texts for KS1 are in order of lexile and a whole school overview is 
provided for teachers to follow. 

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, we have raised our expectations in phonics and reading, with the aim 
that the children achieve the following: 

Foundation Stage 2 Expected Child 

At West Melton, we aim for our children to leave Foundation Stage, at the end of the Summer Term, 
reading pink books from the RWI phonics programme. 

 

 



Year 1 Expected Child 

We aim for children by the end of Year 2 to have completed the RWI phonics programme and to have 
begun studying the Language and Literacy aspect of the programme which focuses on developing the other 
components of reading including comprehension. 

 

 

 

 

Daily phonics sessions are introduced in FS1, with a focus on listening games and distinguishing between 
sounds. We understand that these skills are vital and should continue to be developed throughout KS1 and 
KS2. This skill develops children’s abilities to listen to make, explore and talk about sounds. 

The process of introducing a new sound reflects the following structure: 

 



 

We introduce irregular words in the following order (RWI): 

 

Common exception words are taught in Year 1 and Year 2 and are assessed for both reading and writing at 
the formal school assessment points. 

As children build up their knowledge of sounds they are able to apply their decoding skills to any unfamiliar 
word may it be real or nonsense. During lessons children should practice their decoding skills by sounding 
out the letters in ‘alien words/nonsense words’. Children are unable to rely on existing knowledge of real 
words and instead have to use their grapheme-phoneme knowledge. At West Melton we believe an 
understanding of technical language is important and should be modelled by those teaching phonics 
sessions. Children are introduced to and encouraged the use the correct terminology when discussing 
phonics.  

Our aims are that all children should use phonics as their primary strategy for decoding words in order to 
read and subsequently use this strong foundation and other strategies in order to develop a life-long love 
for reading. 

Reading after Phonics 

Whole class reading is the method used to teach individual children to become equipped and ready to 
answer a variety of comprehension questions. Children are explicitly taught the skills of reading (outlined 
in the National Curriculum and the KS1 and KS2 test domains).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 1 
In Key Stage 1 children’s reading skills are taught and practised using the VIPERS, during whole class 
reading sessions. 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Stage 2 
In Key Stage 2 children reading skills are taught and practised using VIPERS during whole class reading 
sessions.  

KS2 Content Domain Reference VIPER 

2a Give/explain the meaning of words in 
context Vocabulary 

2b retrieve and record information/ identify 
key details from fiction and non/fiction Retrieve 

2c summarise main ideas from more than 
one paragraph Summarise 

2d make inferences from the text/ explain 
and justify inferences with evidence from 
the text Infer 

2e predict what might happen from details 
stated or implied Predict 

2f identify/explain how information/ 
narrative content is related and contributes 
to meaning as a whole Explain 

2g identify/explain how meaning is 
enhanced through choice of words and 
phrases Explain 

2h make comparisons within a text Explain 

KS1 Content Domain Reference VIPER 

1a draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 
understand texts Vocabulary 

1b identify/ explain key aspects of fiction 
and non-fiction, such as characters, events, 
titles and information. Retrieve 

1c identify and explain the sequences of 
events in texts Sequence 

1d make inferences from the text Infer 

1e predict what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far Predict 



 
Example of VIPERS style questions in KS1: 

 

 
Examples of VIPERS style questions in KS2: 
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