
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome Back! 
West Melton 2020-21                 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back and a particularly warm welcome to pupils and families who are new to us- I know 
that the children will settle in quickly and become part of our West Melton family. Due to the current 
situation this has been a very different start to the year. There are many new arrangements in place, 
and I ask for your patience as we all become accustomed to the ‘new normal’. It is impossible to say 
how long these arrangements will be in place. We will keep everything under review and parents up 
to date if there is any change to the current guidelines from the DFE.  

It has been wonderful to see all the children again over the last two weeks and all things considered, 
they have all returned with a fantastic attitude. There has been a lovely buzz around school and the 
children have enjoyed seeing their friends again. We’ve had virtual assemblies for the first time too 
which has given the children the chance to see the other classes on screen as break times/lunchtimes 
are now staggered and separate. 

Resources/environment 

Throughout the holiday staff have been working hard to arrange a new library area and science room 
in the space classrooms. Much of the fantastic fundraising that many of you were gratefully involved 
with last year has contributed towards purchasing a range of beautiful reading books, science 
resources and equipment and lots of new P.E/sports equipment for the children to use in their class 
bubbles.  
 
Reading Books 
Reading books can go home, however changing them will take longer. When changing books, they 
will be placed into a box and left for a 72 hours before being used by another child.  Children will 
have an additional reading book in school to read to members of staff.  
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Homework  
This will be sent home, however most of this will be computer based to limit movement of resources 
from school to home and back. These computer activities include, for example Bedrock, TT Rockstars, 
Spelling Shed, Dojo activities.  
 
Dojo 
Mr Parkinson has been busy setting up new accounts for our new classes. These are all under my 
name with the class teacher linked to that account as a ‘co-teacher’. The names of the classes are the 
new authors that your children’s classes are named after. (Phillip Pullman, Lara Williamson, Steven 
Butler, Alf Proysen and Valarie Thomas) Please follow the links sent to you to sign you to Dojo or let 
your teacher know if you need a link for your child. A note in your child’s learning log will be followed 
up too. 
 
Staff News 
Mrs Arnold’s daughter is recovering from her operation well so she is hoping to be able to return to 
work within the next few weeks. She was delighted to be able to be present for the transition of our 
new children in Foundation Stage and help to settle them in quickly to the new routines. We are very 
grateful and pleased to have Miss Jones to continue to provide consistency, supported by Miss Ward 
and Mrs Nicholson in Foundation Stage, in Mrs Arnold’s absence. 
 
Sadly we say goodbye to Mrs Marshall who has accepted a new post at the start of the Summer 
Holidays. We thank her for all her hard work and support for our families and staff at West Melton 
over the years and wish her all the best with her new job. In her place we are pleased to welcome 
Mrs Cox to the team who will be supporting in the school office on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
 
DINNER MONEY – Increase in price 
School lunches are now £2.50 per day (£12.50 per week).  We would appreciate it if you could send 
dinner money in a named envelope to class every Monday – instead of daily payments.  This enables 
us to plan for the week and complete our banking arrangements on time. 
 
Social Media Rumours 
Public Health England has been made aware of rumours circulating on social media which suggest 
that, under the Coronavirus Act, school children displaying COVID-19 symptoms can be taken and 
detained by the state in a government testing centre and held for 14 days, plus tested without 
parental consent, according to a letter from the Children’s Commissioner. We been alerted to these 
very troubling messages and can understand why they would they would be alarming for any parent 
or carer. The Coronavirus Act is very clear that we can only screen or assess a child for COVID-19 in 
the presence of their carer, parent or guardian. For most people, children and parents will be asked 
to isolate at home as a family for 14 days if required. If, for any reason, this isn’t possible, alternative 
arrangements will always be discussed with the parents or guardians. If your child displays symptoms 
it is very important that they get a test and that they do not go to school so that they don’t make any 
other children unwell. If they become unwell at school, you will be contacted, asked to remove them 
from school and advised to take them for a test. 
 
The Big Catch Up  
Much has been said in the press about the catch-up children will need to have when they return to 
school. Please do not worry, we have plans for this. We have put very detailed plans together over 
recent weeks, all which are published on our website in our Developing Excellence Plan and Recovery 
Curriculum plan. We will be assessing the children over the next week to identify the gaps and plan 
to support these. We also know our children, and we understand that returning to school will be 
exciting for many but unsettling for some. We have made sure our approaches will make our children 
feel at ease and feel happy. It’s great to have them back and will do everything we can to keep them 
safe, so we can all keep healthy and stay learning!  
  

Take care and stay safe 
 

Z Norris 
Headteacher 


