
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
As the school year draws to a close, thank you to everyone for your support this year. We appreciate 
what a challenge the last few months have been for you all. In particular, we are so grateful to you 
for continuing learning at home with your child, in whatever form that has taken. We just can’t wait 
to have everyone back in September!  
 
The end of the school year and other updates 
 Our transition opportunities this week went very smoothly. It was lovely to see more of the children 
again and they soon settled into the new bubble arrangements too. Thank you to those of you who 
were able to attend our parent information meetings today. All the information/presentations will be 
available to access on the website. 
We would like in particular to say a fond farewell to our Y6 pupils and wish them all the best as they 
continue their journey to secondary school. Some staff leave at the end of term too, our year 2 
teacher - Mrs Oldroyd-Young who has successfully secured a job at Kelford Primary School for 
September and of course our Business Manager, Mrs Haddrell, after working 15 years at our school. 
We thank them both for their commitment to West Melton.  
 
The new school year in September 
School reopens for all pupils from September, and the first day of term for pupils is Thursday 3rd 
September. We can’t wait to have everyone back and have missed you all! Below, I have listed some 
of the ways that we will be keeping everyone safe. School will feel different but within the safety of 
the classroom your child will have some sense of normality and routine – we know they are ready for 
that.  
 
How will we keep your child safe? 
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Classes  Classes The government has now said that we can return to full classes from September. These 
classes will form a ‘bubble’ and will not mix with other bubbles in large group gatherings such as 
on the playground or in the hall for assembly. Within their class bubble, they do not need to social 
distance, although we will always reinforce that importance of this, particularly with junior 
children. 

Equipment Where possible, classrooms will be organised so that children sit side by side and facing the front 
rather than across from each other on a table. We will no longer need to separate tables two metres 
apart. We will be providing children with their own writing equipment in order to minimise contact 
and the sharing of resources. Children will need to have their own water bottle in school every day: 
please make sure they bring this. As always, please label your children’s equipment wherever 
possible in order to minimise shared contact. Please do not let your children bring any equipment 
into school, other than book bags, a PE kit and a water bottle. When we will use shared resources 
such as PE equipment or science equipment, for example, we will be disinfecting it after a class 
bubble has used it. 

Social 
Distancing  

Children will be given regular reminders about social distancing and signage is in place, but social 
distancing cannot be guaranteed as children are children – we are glad the government guidance 
recognises that and understands that they will not need to social distance within their bubble. Staff 
continue to ensure they adhere to social distancing guidance when they are in contact with each 
other. 

Hygiene  Children will be given very regular reminders and opportunities for handwashing. Children will be 
encouraged to wash their hands at regular intervals throughout the day.  

Breaks  All breaks will be at staggered times and in different areas of the school grounds (weather 
permitting). Children will remain in their set ‘bubbles’ in order to minimise contact.  

Lunches and 
Lunchtimes  

There will be a set menu (on the website) provided and children will be eating their lunches in the 
classroom.  

Illness  Any child complaining of feeling ill or who has a temperature will be cared for following our usual 
procedure but will need to self-isolate in the office area and parents/ carers will be contacted to 
pick up as soon as possible in order to minimise contact with others. If your child or someone in 
your household is unwell or shows any of the symptoms of Coronavirus, then please do not send 
them to school under any circumstances in order to prevent the spread of the illness to other 
children and staff. In this instance, the child should be self-isolated wherever possible for 7 days 
and all fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. Please let us know urgently if 
this is the case as ‘where a child tests positive, the rest of the class/group should be sent home and 
advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class/group do not 
need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group 
subsequently develops symptoms.’ (DfE Guidance).  

Uniform  Please send your child in uniform as usual. Guidance says that you do not have to wash uniform 
any more frequently than you usually would. 

Attendance  All children will need to return to school in September. We will be chatting to parents of any child 
who is categorised as extremely clinically vulnerable. Guidance says that it is now safe for your 
child to return if they are living with someone who is clinically vulnerable. Please do not book 
holidays for September. The start of term is going to be a huge transition for children, and they 
need to settle into new routines quickly. It is also the month when we will be finding out which 
children have gaps in learning and starting the work of catching up on that learning. If you go away 
on holiday in September, your child will be considerably disadvantaged.  

Access to 
school  

Only staff, children, specialist teachers such as music teachers will be allowed into school. You 
will need to drop your child off at the Foundation Stage gate at the time mentioned below and 
collect them from the same place. This will minimise the number of adults within the school 
grounds and keep our children safer. Staff will be at the school gates ready to collect children from 
you – please do not worry we will take care of them! Should you need to chat to us, please either 
phone school, message us on DOJO or email us and we will message you back.  
8.30am start and 2.45pm collect FS1/2, Mrs Arnold 
8.35am start and 2.50pm collect KS1/2 Miss Key 
8.40am start and 2.55pm collect Y3/4 Mrs Bettison 
8.45 am start and 3pm collect Y4/5 Miss Oldham 
8.50am start and 3.05pm collect Y6 Mr Parkinson 

Breakfast 
clubs/after 
school clubs 

As it currently stands we would be unable to start these up in September due preventing bubbles of 
children mixing. However, we will be able to provide the children with food from the breakfast 
club to eat in their classrooms. There are some exciting Extra- curricular clubs planned for – when 
the time is right we will be able to offer these out. 
 
 



Communication 
with school 
during the 
holidays 

Dojo will be accessible in the current class set up until the 5th week if you need to message staff. I 
can also access office emails to respond to any questions too. If there are further updates and 
changes I will send you all a message as soon as possible. Our Website is full of information too. 

 
The end of term always makes me reflect and think about all the things that have happened over the 
year.  I never dreamt that we would be in the middle of a pandemic and would have faced some of 
the most exhaustingly challenging times that we have ever known.   
Despite these difficult and testing times I can honestly say that I am so proud of my school, my 
colleagues and my profession.  I’m so proud of the children and parents who have managed to learn 
in whatever way they can at home.  The staff have continued to do their best and have all come 
through this together.  
 
We hope you have a lovely summer break and continue to stay safe, 

Z Norris 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


