
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
We hope that you and your family are well, and that you are managing to cope with the 
current situation as best as you can. All at West Melton Primary are missing everyone and it 
has been a very hard few weeks trying to manage the challenges we have faced.  
We believe it is important to be open and transparent with you all about where we currently 
are at the moment, and it is for this reason that I want to share with you our initial thoughts 
following the recent Government announcements regarding the planned phased return to 
school should the rate of infection continue to decline. 
 Our priority has to be the safety of children, families and staff and as I am sure you will 
appreciate this is made more difficult by the many unknowns and uncertainties that still 
exist around the Covid-19 virus.  
I have spent much time processing this latest government guidance and applying it to West 
Melton Primary School, considering the physical space we have for this increased number of 
pupils and the staffing that we have available. A detailed Risk Assessment form (available on 
the website) has been developed and is being worked through and then shared with 
Governors and staff.  
I have also used the information from the parent and staff surveys and contacted the 
families of Foundation stage, Year one and Year 6 children to find out what numbers of 
children we would be expecting. Due to the space we have available, some of our classrooms 
will only safely cope with between 8 – 12 children in them, whilst maintaining the 
recommended 2 metres of social distance between children and staff.  
As I’m sure you are aware, we have remained open since lockdown started (including the 
Easter holidays) for key worker children and others in specific groups where attendance at 
school has been recommended. We have had recent confirmation from the Local Authority 
that will be closed to everyone during half term week; this is so that we can begin to plan 
our way forward. This begins with a deep clean of the school. 
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Staff will also be taking a break from providing online learning during half term week, as we 
need our staff to have a full week break from school related activities and your children will 
need that too.  
 
Key worker/Vulnerable children provision will resume on June 1st. Although not determined 
as yet, provision for the remainder of the Summer Term would certainly not be on a normal 
basis; children in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 will be in smaller groups and taught by a 
allocated teacher / TA. I pleased to share, that I have managed to ensure that the majority of 
the groups are with their usual teacher. 
 
If Government plans go ahead, there is a plan for school to be opened safely from the 8th 
June for children in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6. I will share with you the reality and the 
provision that we can actually offer in early June. It will then be respectfully left to you as 
parents to consider this and make appropriate decisions for your child and your family.  
 
There will be no consequences for families who choose for their children to remain at home 
during the remainder of the Summer Term, and I will of course respect the decision that you 
decide to make. Although the government have shared their ‘ambition’ that ALL primary 
pupils are expected to return before the summer holidays at this current point in time, we 
would have significant concerns about doing this. Your thoughts as parents and carers are 
crucial at this time, and do help us with the planning process. We have received a good 
response from our survey sent out at last week to the parents- thank you for this. 
Out of the 66 survey responses from our families, 65% of you intend to keep your children at 
home and 35% intend for their child to return to school when our phased reopening 
commences. Our initial grouping of pupils into ‘teaching bubbles’ is based on the confirmed 
names that we have as a result of that survey and phone calls. We would support any parent 
who chooses that their child remains at home as we fully understand your concerns and 
everyone’s situation is different. Like you we await the government publication of the 
scientific evidence that supports their decision in asking schools to return. We will maintain 
a flexible and adaptable approach, responsive to the changing needs of our school, our local 
and national community. We will be mindful of on-going government guidelines and 
legislation. 
 
The careful and phased re-opening of school will focus on supporting children to learn, to 
stay safe, and to enjoy being back with their friends and with school staff. We recognise that 
lockdown has caused the loss of routine, structure, friendship and freedom. We therefore 
aim to support the mental health and well-being of our children. We aim to create and 
maintain a culture of vigilance. Practices will be closely monitored and adjusted, if and when 
required. I have shared the responses to some of the questions parents may have below and 
on the website. If you have any urgent questions, please do get in touch. In the meantime, I 
will keep you updated on any decisions or changes to what is planned, and we look forward 
to welcoming you back into school as soon as it safe to do so.  
 

Kind regards 
 

Z Norris 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Corona virus June Re-opening Frequently Asked Questions 

Please note that this information is correct on 20/05/20. The situation, guidance and 
information is rapidly changing. 
 
When will the final decision about re-opening schools be made? 
We understand the decision whether to re-open schools will be taken on May 28th. 
 
What is West Melton’s timeline for re-opening? 
18th May 2020 
School open for key worker and vulnerable children 
 
25th May 2020 
School CLOSED to all pupils for half term 
 
1st June 
School open for key worker and vulnerable children 
 
8th June 
Proposed wider opening for key worker, vulnerable, Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 
 
How can children aged 4-6 be expected to socially distance? 
The government documents imply that all risks have been assessed without the need for 
social distancing. It is very unlikely that the children will remain 2m away from each other at 
all times, but it will be encouraged by the staff. 
The main risk control for the children is that they will put into smaller self-contained groups, 
known as ‘bubbles’. They will remain in these smaller groups throughout the day and will not 
mix with children from other bubbles. We estimate that the maximum bubble size at West. 
Melton is likely to be approximately 8 children and at least 2 - 3 staff. The majority of staff 
will also stay the same for each bubble and therefore the children may not have their usual 
teachers.  
 
The government say you will have groups of 15 children. How will you fit these in? 
We can’t. Having measured the distances in all of our classroom types, the average number 
of children permissible would be 8 -10 children and 2 - 3 staff in each classroom bubble. 
 
What will happen once you reach the maximum number of children in a bubble? 
If possible, we will open up another bubble using a separate space if it’s available. 
 If the demand for places is high, we may have to prioritise certain children so that safety is 
maintained. 
 
How will you organise the bubbles and which children will be in them? 
We currently have a list of all the children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 whose 
parents have indicated that that they want their child to return to school when we begin our 
phased re-opening. The ‘teaching bubbles’ will be organised using this information initially. 
We will review the situation on a daily / weekly basis. 
 
How can I safely get my child to and from school with other siblings needing to come? 
You would need to bring any other siblings with you to drop your child off at school and 
remain socially distanced from other children and parents. 
 
 
 
 



What happens to our child’s attendance?   
No family will be punished by the school for their child’s attendance during this time. If your 
child is in an identified year group and you choose for them not to attend, we do ask that 
you still phone school daily to tell us why they are not attending.   
  
Will the staff be wearing PPE?  
The staff will have a choice about whether they wear PPE during the day as we do not want 
to scare the children and DfE guidance is that we don’t need it in schools. However, when 
administering first aid and also during support with toileting, staff will be expected to wear 
PPE (this will be in the form of gloves, mask and apron).   
 
Would the children have to wear mask and gloves? 
No, the use of gloves and masks has not been recommended by the government. 
 
How is social distancing to be ensured between parents during school pickup and drop? 
We are planning a staggered start to the day and a staggered pick up will also be used. 
 
How will the children be protected in school?  
We will encourage children to wash their hands at regular intervals during the school day.  • 
On entry to the classroom • Before and after break time • Before and after lunch • At the 
end of the school day • When the children go to the toilet  
  
We will also have hand sanitizers/soap available and will put in place additional cleaning 
during the school day.  
  
The children will have designated seating, their own labelled equipment and staff will clean 
equipment after use.  
  
Are the children allowed to bring in their own soap or hand cream?  
If parents fill in a medical form and children can get and use their own soap and hand cream 
then they can use it in school. It will need putting in the designated box as they come into 
their classroom.   
  
Times for start and end of the school day   
  
We will slightly alter the start and end of the school day.  Children will be able to come in 
from 8.45-9am and can be collected from 2.45-3pm. This will mean that we have fewer 
parents collecting their children at the same time.  
We ask that Y6 parents drop children off at the gate. FS1, FS2, Y1 parents will still need to 
bring their children into school but we ask that only 1 adult does this. We are not currently 
allowing any parents to come inside the school building. If your child is a key worker child (in 
Year groups 2-5) please make the decision about whether you feel your child is able to walk 
in from the gate or whether you want to wait on the playground. All children (except Y6s) 
will need to be collected. Y6s will need written permission to walk home alone.   
  
Do the children have to wear uniform?  
Where possible we ask that the children wear uniform as it keeps some normality for them 
and makes them feel like they belong to their team/school. However, if (during this time) 
you cannot manage this, your child will not be spoken to about this.   
 
Is there going to be sanitisation/deep cleaning periodically of surfaces? 
Yes 
 



What about hand washing/hand sanitisation for staff and children? Will there be enough 
hand sanitiser? 
All classrooms have cold water and soap and sanitiser. All toilets have hot water and soap. 
We have plenty of disposable towels for drying of hands. Further resources have been 
ordered. 
 
Are teachers/children going to be tested? 
No, there are no plans to test unless a person becomes symptomatic. 
 
What's the reasoning behind reception children being allowed back in? 
The government believe that reception children are the highest priority in schools because 
it’s a ‘transition year’ e.g. they are moving from the early year’s curriculum to the national 
curriculum. 
 
Is it going to be compulsory to send your child to school? 
No. 
 
Is it going to be 5 days a week/normal school time? 
We are being asked to open in June for all Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 children, full time, 
if possible. The timings will be slightly different due to the staggered start/ends of the school 
day. 
 
In the event of my child returning in June what reassurances can the school provide 
around the children’s safety? 
There is a detailed risk assessment on our school website which will be reviewed regularly. 
However, we cannot give any 100% guarantees, though we will endeavour to make our 
school environment as safe as we possibly can. 
 
What will the dinner arrangement be? 
Children will eat their dinners in the school hall, corridor and classroom spaces with their 
bubbles’ adequately spaced. Fortunately, we have a large dining hall which allows us to do 
this safely. Children on packed lunches should bring their own packed lunch into school as 
normal. 
 
Will outdoor play be cancelled? 
No, outdoor play and learning will be encouraged. We plan to use the FS, lower yard, upper 
yard and field for each bubble to play. 
 
Have you had any Covid-19 cases since the lockdown? 
Not as far as we know. 
 
 


