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Introduction  

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and leadership of the curriculum 
taught and learnt at West Melton Primary School.  

The policy has been drawn up because of national curriculum changes, looking 
at what best suits our school and pupils’ needs. It has the full agreement of the 
Governing Body. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all 
teaching staff.  

The National Curriculum 2014 has been introduced in England. The new 
curriculum will now be taught to all children from Years one to six.  West 
Melton Primary School currently provides for children in EYFS , Key Stage one 
and two.  

 

National Curriculum Aims  

 ‘The national curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential 
knowledge that they need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the 
best that has been thought and said; and helps engender an appreciation of 
human creativity and achievement.   

The national curriculum is just one element in the education of every child. 
There is time and space in the school day and in each week, term and year to 
range beyond the national curriculum specifications. The national curriculum 
provides an outline of core knowledge around which teachers can develop 
exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of pupils’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the wider school curriculum.’   

(National Curriculum Framework Document 2013)  

 

Essential Characteristics  

At West Melton Primary, we want children to understand the life-long skills 
that give all the curriculum areas relevance to real life and future career 
opportunities. With this in mind, we aim to provide our children with a range 
of experiences to provide enrichment opportunities during their time at West 
Melton.   

Our curriculum drivers are:  

Curiosity – Creativity – Opportunity 

In a small school we are able to provide whole school experiences. We also 
have links with the local community e.g. local church & West Melton Early 
Years. 
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 We want children at West Melton to develop:  

• An extensive base of knowledge and vocabulary.  

• A mastery of the skills within each subject and apply them across the 
curriculum  

• Fluency in enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use 
effective analytical and presentational techniques.  

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument 
to explain findings.  

• Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in 
interpretations and representations of the subject matter.  

• A passion for and commitment to the subjects taught, and a real sense 
of curiosity to find out about the world and the subjects covered.  

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good 
knowledge and understanding about the issues and evidence available.  

 

Our Aims  

The characteristics we want to be developed for our children will be supported 
by our curriculum. We aim for our curriculum at West Melton to be able to 
take account of:  

• West Melton’s individual needs  

• West Melton’s immediate vicinity  

• The differing needs of our children and the school community  

 

When planning for the curriculum we will:  

Ensure the curriculum best suits and interests our children  

Plan a curriculum, which covers key skills and requirements set out in the new 
framework  

Plan for creative, clear learning which develops long-term memory, not for 
coverage  

Link Home learning tasks to what the children have learnt in class, providing 
them with opportunities to be creative and extend their own learning based on 
individual interests  

 Plan for opportunities to learn about diversity so that we can broaden their 
horizons 

 Plan for engagement and enjoyment  

 Plan for learning which gives purpose and relevance to real life  

Plan to develop curiosity  



3 

West Melton Primary School Curriculum Policy September 2019 

Not over plan – you can limit their learning by making the children do 
everything that you want them to do. Allow time for pupils to explore their 
chosen lines of enquiry.   

 

In reviewing the new curriculum in 2017, it has been agreed that the 
curriculum should also continue to provide:  

• Make it real, stimulating and motivating  

• Have a ‘wow/hook’ stimulus when introducing a new topic  

• Cross-curricular links which deepen learning  

• Opportunities to think creatively  

• Consolidation – providing for going deeper/being involved  

• Active learning  

  

The Hidden Curriculum   

 ‘What do we want the children at West Melton to experience?’  

We know that high academic standards are underpinned by good attitudes to 
learning. These should be planned for and referred to in every lesson.   

• Themed days e.g. bread making, storytelling, seasonal craft  

• Drawing on the local community to support and enrich children’s 
learning 

• Visitors to the school  

• Encouraging home-school links. 

• Opportunities to share skills and lead the learning. 

• Opportunities for children to share their experiences outside school e.g. 
through the school achievement board, home school learning tasks. 

As part of our curriculum, we promote British values such as democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs. 

 

Organisation and Planning  

We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan based on a 
two year rolling program. This indicates what topics are to be taught in each 
term. With our medium-term plans, we write the objectives and teaching 
strategies that we use when teaching each topic in each session. These are 
expanded and amended according to the needs to the class, with ongoing 
assessments taken into consideration.  
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In the Foundation Stage we adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to 
curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is 
coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the Early Years curriculum as set 
out in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014.   

We have agreed that our planning will be based on three principles, as 
identified by Chris Quigley:  

1. Making it Real a. We will ensure that we base opportunities for learning on 
real and relevant experiences. b. We will engage our children through creative 
experiences that are relevant to them and the world they live in c. Use 
stimulus – a visit, visitors, artefacts, videos, plays etc.  

2. Using Pupils’ to help steer the journey a. Taking account of questions and 
lines of enquiry that the children raise within the framework of content b. 
Involving them in how we can explore these lines of enquiry and how we can 
demonstrate and present our learning in areas studied  

3. Avoid over planning a. Allow for flexibility to take account of the above two 
points. The planning should enable teachers to respond to the needs of the 
pupils not just teach them a range of content.  In addition to the three 
principles all teachers will:  

 Demonstrate an enthusiasm and interest for a subject to further encourage 
the children.  

Use children’s interests to make learning relevant to them.  

 Make use of current events, opportunities, external visitors and the 
environment.   

Consider the timing in the academic year (When in the year should we teach 
certain topics to give children better access to outdoor learning and relevance 
e.g. seed dispersal in the autumn  

Consider resource implications  

  

Learning and Teaching  

We have agreed to ensure that:  

• The teaching sequence will start with the concrete and move through to 
the abstract.   

• Teaching will encourage the use of real apparatus and resources.  

• Teaching will be differentiated (not just by outcome).  

• The vocabulary will be made explicit and reinforced through 
opportunities in the rest of the curriculum (e.g. topic words for spelling 
activities)  
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• Teachers use the subject topic maps decided as a whole staff to ensure 
good coverage of key skills and knowledge and good progression over 
the years.  

• Some subjects will be taught through weekly subject lessons whilst 
others will be themed weeks, blocked topic (cross-curricular links) and 
through Literacy lessons. The approach is flexible.   

• Learning objectives for lessons are linked to the ‘Milestones’ for 
assessment and broken down into manageable stepping stones for the 
children. For example one milestone will be taught over two or three 
consecutive lessons and several of these will be revisited throughout the 
years.   

• There is a good balance between practical and written work to ensure 
children have a range of opportunities and experiences and there is 
good evidence of learning.  

• The mode of working is a mix of class teaching, cooperative group work, 
individual work and differentiated challenges.  

• Groups are usually of mixed ability and are encouraged to communicate 
their findings in a variety of ways.  

• Practical work is a purposeful and integral part of the curriculum.  

• Children’s learning and work is recognized in general display in 
classrooms and corridors.  

• Key questions are often used to direct pupils’ thinking and enquiry  
Resources are varied, relevant and of good quality  

• Teachers use effective starters and plenaries to ensure children fully 
understand and can evaluate their learning and their progression  

  

 

  

Opportunities must be given for the children to access and achieve essential 
objectives.  

• The Essential Objectives are broken down into Progress ‘Milestones’ or 
success criteria indicators.  

• End of KS1 – Milestone 1  

• For each subject there is a ‘Support’ and ‘Challenge’ section outlining 
differentiation for lower and higher achievers.  

• We will record coverage of the milestones by highlighting them when 
covered in planning.   



6 

West Melton Primary School Curriculum Policy September 2019 

• We will assess recorded work in all foundation subjects by cooler coding 
the milestones for every child as they achieve them.  

 

• Once a child moves from frequently showing evidence to always 
showing evidence we consider that they have achieved the learning. The 
aim is that they can naturally do it without having to think about it.  
 

Assessment, Recording, Monitoring and Evaluation 

Short and medium term assessment is the responsibility of the class teacher 
and is in line with the assessment policy. However, teachers will use informal 
assessment and observation on a daily basis to determine what children can do 
independently and therefore plan next steps for learning. Formative 
assessments take many different forms and are reflected in the pupil’s 
books/work in the detailed marking and provision of constructive feedback. 
Feedback follows the school’s policy and identifies areas for children to 
improve giving focused challenges and expecting children to take ownership of 
their learning and 

Respond and reflect in order to improve. Summative assessments support 
teacher assessments in the core subjects and children are presented with 
these in a relaxed format so as to cause minimal anxiety for pupils. These are 
used to help prepare children though the year groups for the end of key stage 
testing as our statutory duty. 

EYFS pupils are assessed using the Foundation Stage Profile. Pupil profiles are 
established for each child in the EYFS and assessments are made against the 
Foundation Stage Profile Statements. 

Opportunities must be given for the children to access and achieve essential 
objectives.  

• The Essential Objectives are broken down into Progress ‘Milestones’ or 
success criteria indicators.  

• End of KS1 – Milestone 1  

• For each subject there is a ‘Support’ and ‘Challenge’ section outlining 
differentiation for lower and higher achievers.  

• We will record coverage of the milestones by highlighting them when 
covered in planning.   

• We will assess recorded work in all foundation subjects by cooler coding 
the milestones for every child as they achieve them.  
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Once a child moves from frequently showing evidence to always showing 
evidence we consider that they have achieved the learning. The aim is that 
they can naturally do it without having to think about it. 

 

 Subject coverage 

English 

English is taught discretely in each year group. We follow the Read Write Inc. programme 
for phonics in EYFS and KS1 to ensure consistency with phonics teaching and learning. We 
follow the Talk for writing approach which incorporates a reading into writing learning 
journey. English is a core subject and is at the heart of our curriculum. In addition to this, 
English is taught throughout the curriculum, linking to the topics and individual projects. 
Each project covers a range of reading and writing genres and, where appropriate, links to 
other areas of the curriculum.  

Spoken language is a vital taught skill and is modelled and promoted throughout the 
curriculum and across all subjects.  

Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation are taught discretely and promoted 
throughout all writing opportunities, with each year group following National Curriculum 
objectives.  

 

Mathematics 

Mathematics is also a core subject and is taught discretely on a daily basis. Throughout the 
topics and projects taught mathematics is used to apply these skills across different subjects 
and link to real life problems.  

 

Science  

Science is fully covered throughout the curriculum. Some projects have a science focus, and 
others will have less of a scientific emphasis. Scientific enquiry is planned throughout the 
year for each year group, with opportunities for children to plan and investigate using their 
scientific knowledge and skills.  

 

Some Science objectives may be taught in a discrete, mini Science block to ensure coverage 
of the National Curriculum objectives throughout the year groups.  

 

Foundation subjects 

The foundation subjects – history, geography, design and technology, art and design, PE and 
music – are integrated into each project and provide enrichment across the curriculum. 
Specialist teachers teach PE and Music to offer specialist support to develop and support 
the skills of the children further within these areas.  

 

Religious education 
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RE is a statutory part of the curriculum and follows the Rotherham agreed syllabus. The RE 
curriculum is enriched through planned and organised assemblies and events throughout 
the year.  

 

PSHE and citizenship 

PHSE and citizenship are important aspects of our curriculum and are taught both discretely 
and within the projects. At West Melton we follow the “You, Me and PSHE” scheme of work 
for each year group. We also plan and organise assemblies and events which celebrate and 
teach PSHE skills needed for our children to be positive role models to others and good 
citizens.  

At West Melton we are a Rights Respecting School. Our Pupils learn their rights and how to 
respect these rights and what they look like within the curriculum and globally too. 

 

ICT and computing  

The core skills of ICT are taught as a discrete programme across school. However, other 
elements of the computing curriculum are integrated into the curriculum as part of project 
work. These include e-safety, digital publication and presentation, research, data handling 
and the use of digital media. 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Opportunities 

The staff and governors ensure that all children are provided with SMSC opportunities both 
within the planned curriculum and through current affairs, independent study, assemblies, 
extra events and experiences. Our curriculum is structured to enable the development of 
social skills and independence. 

 

Self Esteem and Self Worth 

Celebration assemblies are held each week recognising the achievements of our children. 

Talents of individual children are celebrated within class and at school assemblies and in 
school productions and school representation at competitions and events. The awarding of 
class Dojo points also encourages children to do their best both in their school work and in 
their effort to learning and in their behaviour towards others.  

 

Children’s work and achievement within the curriculum will be celebrated and displayed to 
enable it to make a significant impact on the visual appearance of the school and to 
contribute to the ethos. 

 

 Extra-curricular activities 

A wide range of activities is offered at the start of each term. Parents of children wanting to 
attend such activities are asked to sign a consent form. Most teaching staff participate in the 
provision of extra-curricular activities at some stage during the year.  We also have many 
enrichment activities organized by external providers.  



9 

West Melton Primary School Curriculum Policy September 2019 

 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The Head teacher takes overall responsibility for the curriculum. Subject Leaders monitor 
their particular subject to ensure that it is implemented consistently and effectively in line 
with the agreed policies. Consultation relating to the curriculum is facilitated from parents 
through newsletters and questionnaires, from children through pupil discussions and 
questionnaires, class discussion and the school council, and from staff and governors at 
regular meetings 

 

 

Timetables 

Each year group has a set of non-negotiable allocations for various aspects of the 
curriculum, including English, mathematics and PE. Teachers are free to arrange their 
afternoon timetable to make the most of cross-curricular opportunities and the needs of 
pupils. Sometimes subjects and activities might be ‘blocked’ or run over successive 
afternoons.  

 

Review of Policy 

The effectiveness of this policy is reviewed regularly by the staff and annually by the 
Governing Body. 

 


